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announce aloud through the cabins that each one
should secure his little supply of wood, and prepare
everything that he would need on the following day,
that he might not be [18g] obliged to violate it by
any forbidden labor. On Sunday morning, they met
all together in a cabin, and hung to a pole, planted
in the middle of it, an embossed Crucifix, which all
venerated on bended knees, and with clasped hands,—
with as much respect as if they were before the Altar
on which the blessed Sacrament is kept. There they
repeated devoutly all the prayers that they knew,
after which they recited together, aloud, the whole
of the rosary; and each one withdrew to his own
home. If any one of them had nothing to eat, he
would rather fast the whole day than go out to fish
or to hunt, although they had been taught that God
did not exact such strictness. A good woman, who
could not ascertain which of two days was Sunday,
would, so as not to make a mistake, not work at all
during those two days; and for an innocent error
she imposed this penance on herself, to recite her
rosary twice on each of those two days and to spend
both without eating.

Another savage also gave sufficient [190] evidence
of the esteem that he had for holy Sunday, and of
his desire to honor it. While he was running a
rapid with his family, he was carried away by the
violence of the current, and had much difficulty in
saving himself with his children; his small effects,
and consequently all that he possessed, were swal-
lowed up by the waters. That was not what he
regretted most; the loss of his paper that served
him as a Calendar, and enabled him to distinguish
all the Festival days, affected him more than that of



